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B L A E N A V O N I N D U S T R I A L L A N D S C A P E

B L A E N A V O N T O W N W A L K

The history of industrial activity in the area 
dates back to the 16th Century but it was 
the development of the Ironworks in 1789 
that lead to the growth of the town. The 
works were the first purpose-built multi-
furnace ironworks in Wales. By 1796 it was 
the second largest producer of iron in 
Wales, with an annual output of 5,460 
tons. 

Many of the Listed Buildings which are 
seen on this walk are linked to the 
evolvement of the towns industrial 
heritage. The town itself is the focus of a 
number of books by Alexander Cordell, 
the most famous of which is ‘Rape of the 
Fair Country’.

A new impetus for growth was provided by 
the opening of the Forgeside Works, the 
sinking of Big Pit and the opening of 
railway lines to Brynmawr and Pontypool in 
the mid 19th Century. 

The importance of the heritage of the town 
and it’s environs as a resource of World 
significance is demonstrated by 46 Listed 
Buildings, eight Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments, its designation in the register 
of Landscapes of Outstanding and Historic 
Interest in Wales and the designation of a 
Conservation Area in 1984. 
The Blaenavon Industrial
Landscape was placed on
the UNESCO list of World
Heritage Sites in November
2000.

B L A E N A V O N T O W N W A L K

C I R C U L A R W A L K

Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work;

Guard against all risk of fire;

Fasten all gates;

Keep your dogs under control, preferably on a lead and 
remember to pick up any of their mess;

Keep to public paths across farmland;

Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges and walls;

Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone;

Take your litter home;

Help to keep all water clean;

Protect wildlife, plants and trees;

Take special care on country roads;

Make no unnecessary noise.

Other walks leaflets for the World Heritage
Site and other areas in Torfaen are available. 
For further information contact 
Blaenavon Tourist Information Centre on 
01495 742333
www.visitblaenavon.co.uk 

©2009 Communications Design, TCBC
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BLAENAVONTOWNWALK

ACIRCULARWALKIN

THEBLAENAVONINDUSTRIALLANDSCAPE

WORLDHERITAGESITE

Approx3.5Km(2miles)/2hours/
moderatetoenergetic

Thiswalkcanbeincreasedto7.5kmsor 
4.5milesifyouextendyourwalktoCapel 
Newyddwhichcanaddanotherhourand 
ahalftoyourwalk.Ithassomesteep 
uphillgradients,stepsandmuddy 
sectionssoitisadvisabletowearstout 
shoesorboots.Itisunsuitableforwheel 
chairsandpushchairs.

ThiswalkstartsattheBlaenavonWorld 
HeritageCentre(SO250088).

IfyouhavetakenthebustoBlaenavon,walkdown 
tothebottomofthestreetfromthe'HighStreet' 
busstop.(orifyoualightatthe'LionStreet'bus 
stop,bytheLibrary,walkuptothecornerandturn 
leftdownHighStreet).Atthebottom,turnrightand 
walktothecrossingthatwilltakeyousafelytothe
Heritage Centreand the start of the walk.

The Heritage Centre is based in the former St. 
Peter's School buildings, which were paid for by 
Sarah Hopkins in memory of her late brother, 
Samuel. When it opened in 1816 it was the first 

school purpose built by an 'industrialist' for the 
workers' children. More information on the 
history of the schools, the Iron Works and 
Blaenavon can be found at the Heritage 
Centre.

TurnrightoutofthecentreandwalkpastSt. 
Peter’sChurch.Ifyouhavetime,nowor 
afterthewalk,lookaroundthegrounds, 
keepingalookoutforthecastirontopped 
tombs,suchasthatofSarahBisselwhodied 
in1809aged84.Asyoupassthechurch, 
pauseonthecornerofPrinceStreetand 
lookdownpastthePostOffice,andthen 
comparetheviewwiththatinphoto1.

Thisshowssomeoftheoldestbuildingsin 
thetownwhichweredemolishedtomake 
wayforthegrandnewpostofficein1937; 
youcanjustmakeouttheQueenVictoria 
Pubbehind.

Continue on past the Prince’s Street car park 
where once there were cottages and small 
industrial concerns such as blacksmiths 
forges and carpenters workshops. You will 
also pass an old 'dram' that would have been 
used to transport coal out of the mines along 
tramways to be loaded into canal barges. 
This was until the new and faster rail network 
was built and coal was then transported in 
large rail waggons. Cross over the Afon 
Llwyd (grey river)on what was once a tram 
road bridge taking time to look at the river. 
When it is in full flow you can understand 
why once it was called the Torfaen (from torri 
maen)which in English means 'Rock Breaker.' 
Once over the bridge, turn left and then 
carefully cross the main road.

You are now stood on the old railway line 
that once ran along the bottom of the valley 
and the GWR 'Lower' station was once where 
the blocks of flats ahead of you now stand.

Photo 1: looking down Prince StreetPhoto 2: Lower Station
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BLAENAVON 
TOWN WALK 
Circular Walk 
Approx 3.5Km (2 miles)/ 2 hours/ 
moderate to energetic 

www.visitblaenavon.co.uk 

www.visitblaenavon.co.uk


G
overnm

ent,w
hose

relationship 
w

ith
the

King
w

as
already 

uncom
fortable

due
to

his 
affection

forM
rs

Sim
pson.Itall 

cam
e

to
a

head
less

than
a 

m
onth

laterw
hen

on
10th 

D
ecem

ber1936
he

signed
the 

Instrum
entofAbdication

at 
W

indsor,w
itnessed

by
his

three 
brothers.

Turn
rightand

w
alk

back 
tow

ards
the

P
o

lice
Sta

tio
n

, 
w

hich
replaced

the
N

orth
Street 

Lock
up

in
1

8
9

4
,the

car
park 

beside
the

station
w

as
the

site 
ofthe

C
ourtH

ouse.C
ross

over 
the

road
by

the
H

e
rita

g
e
 

C
e
n

tre
and

continue
up

the 
road

for
about2

0
0

m
w

here, 
opposite,you

w
illsee

a
large 

house
behind

a
stone

w
all 

toped
w

ith
black

lum
ps

of 
'slag'.C

arefully
cross

the
road 

to
the

entrance
ofthe

drive, 
and

follow
the

m
iddle

path
that 

goes
through

the
trees.(The 

tracks
to

the
leftand

rightare 
private

drives).

As you w
alk along the path 

through the beautiful beech trees 
you can see w

hy the large house, 
now

 on your left, becam
e know

n 
as the Beeches during its tim

e as 
a nursing hom

e. This w
as the 

house built by one of the 
Blaenavon C

om
pany partners, 

Thom
as H

opkins. This house 
becam

e know
n as Blaenavon 

H
ouse as it w

as regularly 
frequented by guests or visitors of 
the C

om
pany. The H

opkins’ w
ere 

very sociable and often hosted 
parties that w

ere attended by 
visitors and locals alike. In 1925 it 
becam

e know
n as 'Ty M

aw
r' and it 

becam
e the M

edical Society 
H

ospital. In the grounds are 
grave stones to tw

o dogs, Billy 
and Bones, ow

ned by M
r Kennard 

w
ho in the 1860’s w

as the 
G

eneral M
anager of the 

Blaenavon W
orks. Another of his 

beloved dogs, a red setter called 
C

arlo, has a cast iron m
onum

ent 
on the southern slopes of the 
C

oity M
ountain opposite, w

here 
he m

et his untim
ely death w

hilst 
flushing gam

e during a shooting 
party organised by the Blaenavon 
C

om
pany. (See the 'Blaenavon 

Industrial Landscape' w
alk).

A
s

this
shortsection

ofpath 
com

es
outonto

a
stoned

drive, 
there

is
a

large
house

offto
the 

rightknow
n

as
P
a

rk
H

o
u

se
. 

O
nly

the
roofis

visible
behind 

the
building

thatw
as

once
its 

stables.

Park
H

ouse
w

as
builtby

Thom
as 

H
ill,a

co-founderofthe 
Blaenavon

Iron
C

om
pany.Three 

generations
ofThom

as’w
ere 

responsible
forthe

foundation 
and

construction
ofthe

Iron 
W

orks,building
tram

roads
and 

sinking
m

ines.O
ne

ofthe
m

ines, 
H

ills
Pit,has

one
ofthe

only 
visible

rem
ains

ofthe
early

m
ines 

in
the

landscape,a
spectacular 

engine
house

chim
ney

in
the 

beautifulgolden
localstone. 

(See
Iron

M
ountain

Trail,Part2). 
The

H
ills’s

had
offices,a

bank 
and

a
house

forreceiving
guests 

in
N

evillStreet,Abergavenny. 
Laterthey

w
enton

to
build

Park 
H

ouse
so

they
could

have 
som

ew
here

closerto
the

Iron 
W

orks
to

reside
in

and
entertain 

the
com

pany’s
guests.C

ontinue 
straightahead

up
the

drive
and 

along
the

road,then
up

a
short 

section
ofgrassed

track
that 

w
illbring

you
back

onto
the 

A
b

e
rg

a
ve

n
n

y
R

o
a

d
.Turn

left 
and

w
alk

dow
n

w
hatis

now
 

N
orth

Streetand
you

are
now

 
opposite

the
Iro

n
W

o
rk

s.(See 
the

Iron
M

ountain
TrailPart2 

Leafletfor
m

ore
inform

ation
on 

the
Iron

W
orks).C

ontinue 

dow
n

the
road

untilyou
are 

opposite
the

In
d

u
stria

l 
Esta

te
R

o
a

d
.This

road
has 

been
cutthrough

an 
em

bankm
entw

here
once

stood 
the

houses
ofStaffordshire 

Row
/N

orth
Street.

Staffordshire Row
 got its nam

e 
from

 the w
orkers that m

igrated 
from

 the M
idlands, lured to the 

area by a prom
ise of w

ork in the 
new

 state of the art iron w
orks. 

The tw
o terraces w

ere built 
literally one on top of the other as 
they w

ent into the side of the 
sloping bank. The low

er houses 
w

ere entered from
 doors w

hich 
w

ould face onto N
orth Street (as 

seen in photo 16) and the higher 
level had their doors out onto 
Staffordshire Row

 at the back. The 
tw

o terraces of houses w
ere 

separated by brick vaulting 
supported by iron girders and 
each house originally had tw

o 
room

s w
hich w

ere later 
partitioned to form

 tw
o up and 

tw
o dow

n. An extract from
 a 

C
ounty M

edical O
fficers Report 

of 1909 describes the occupancy 
of one of the 'houses'.

'N
o. 10 N

orth Street consists on 
the ground floor a kitchen, a 
lum

ber/w
ash room

 and a pantry. 
O

n the first floor there are tw
o 

bedroom
s approached by a steep 

ladder stair. W
est bedroom

, 11ft x 
11ft w

as occupied by an old lady 
and a little girl. The east 
bedroom

, 11ft x 6ft 6 w
as 

occupied by six children.

N
o. 4 Staffordshire Row

 (this is 
im

m
ediately above and in front of 

the proceeding house) consists of 
a ground floor w

ith a sm
all 

kitchen, a pantry and a bedroom
, 

11ft 6 x 6ft and is occupied by an 
old lady of 62 and a girl aged 2.

U
pstairs one room

 w
as partially 

divided off by a w
ooden partition 

into tw
o room

s. Total square 
m

easurem
ent of the room

s is 19ft 
3 x 11ft 6 and they contain tw

o 
beds, one of w

hich is occupied in 
the daytim

e by a brother aged 24 
years (except on Saturdays and 
Sundays) and at night by 
husband, aged 32 years, w

ife 
aged 28 years and baby, aged 
12 m

onths. The other bed is 
occupied by a sister aged 22 
years.

There are too m
any sleeping in 

this tenem
ent, thereby taking up 

the living room
s, the cubic 

capacity of w
hich are none too 

am
ple'.

Partofthe
w

allon
the

cornerof 
Estate

Road
and

N
orth

Streetis 
allthatis

leftofthe
firstpolice 

station
in

the
tow

n.O
riginally 

there
w

ere
stocks

atEngine
Row

 
(the

square
ofcottages

in
the 

Iron
W

orks),butin
1838

these 
w

ere
replaced

by
the

new
 

purpose
builtpolice

station
or 

'lock
up'on

N
orth

Street.This
fell 

outofuse
by

1870,and
aftera 

briefrespite
as

an
airraid

shelter 
in

W
orld

W
arII,itw

as
partially 

dem
olished

in
1960

w
ith

only 
partofone

w
allleft.Further 

along
Estate

Road
industrialunits 

and
factories

now
stand

w
here 

once
there

w
ere

row
s

ofw
orkers 

houses
w

ith
nam

es
like

Q
uick 

Buildings,Victoria
Row,Ten 

H
ouses,Pond

H
ouses

and 
Bum

blehole;this
w

as
also

the 
site

ofthe
originalSt.Jam

es' 
C

hurch.The
m

en
ofBlaenavon 

w
orked

hard
and

'played'harder. 
Bare-knuckle

fights,though 
eventually

illegal,w
ere

often
the 

norm
and

there
are

reports
of 

bouts
taking

place
on

the 
hillsides

around
Blaenavon.O

ne 
fightthattook

place
atthe

corner 
ofVictoria

Row,ended
in

the 
death

ofD
aiLew

is.The
fatal 

blow
w

as
delivered

by
a

m
an 

know
n

only
as

Bow
en,w

ho
w

as 
com

m
itted

fortrialbutw
as

later 
discharged.

C
arefully

continue
dow

n
the 

road
and

cross
over

opposite 
K

e
n

n
a

rd
P

la
ce

.Turn
and 

look
tow

ards
the

three
story 

building
now

opposite.This
w

as 
once

partofa
largerrow

of 
buildings

thatform
ed

the 
com

pany
shop.Itincluded

a 
brew

ery
and

the
public

house 
called

the
'D

rum
and

M
onkey', 

laterreferred
to

in
Alexander 

C
ordell’s

'Rape
ofthe

Fair 
C

ountry'.C
ontinue

on
dow

n
the 

road
and

you
w

illreturn
back 

to
the

startofyour
w

alk
atthe 

H
e
rita

g
e

C
e
n

tre
.

BLAENAVON
TOWNWALK

BLAENAVONINDUSTRIALLANDSCAPE

BLAENAVONTOWNWALK

Thehistoryofindustrialactivityinthearea 
datesbacktothe16thCenturybutitwas 
thedevelopmentoftheIronworksin1789 
thatleadtothegrowthofthetown.The 
workswerethefirstpurpose-builtmulti-
furnaceironworksinWales.By1796itwas 
thesecondlargestproducerofironin 
Wales,withanannualoutputof5,460 
tons. 

ManyoftheListedBuildingswhichare 
seenonthiswalkarelinkedtothe 
evolvementofthetownsindustrial 
heritage.Thetownitselfisthefocusofa 
numberofbooksbyAlexanderCordell, 
themostfamousofwhichis‘Rapeofthe 
FairCountry’.

Anewimpetusforgrowthwasprovidedby 
theopeningoftheForgesideWorks,the 
sinkingofBigPitandtheopeningof 
railwaylinestoBrynmawrandPontypoolin 
themid19thCentury. 

Theimportanceoftheheritageofthetown 
andit’senvironsasaresourceofWorld 
significanceisdemonstratedby46Listed 
Buildings,eightScheduledAncient 
Monuments,itsdesignationintheregister 
ofLandscapesofOutstandingandHistoric 
InterestinWalesandthedesignationofa 
ConservationAreain1984. 
TheBlaenavonIndustrial
Landscapewasplacedon
theUNESCOlistofWorld
HeritageSitesinNovember
2000.

BLAENAVONTOWNWALK

CIRCULARWALK

Circular Walk
Approx 3.5Km (2 miles)/ 2 hours/ 
moderate to energetic

Enjoythecountrysideandrespectitslifeandwork;

Guardagainstallriskoffire;

Fastenallgates;

Keepyourdogsundercontrol,preferablyonaleadand 
remembertopickupanyoftheirmess;

Keeptopublicpathsacrossfarmland;

Usegatesandstilestocrossfences,hedgesandwalls;

Leavelivestock,cropsandmachineryalone;

Takeyourlitterhome;

Helptokeepallwaterclean;

Protectwildlife,plantsandtrees;

Takespecialcareoncountryroads;

Makenounnecessarynoise.

OtherwalksleafletsfortheWorldHeritage
SiteandotherareasinTorfaenareavailable. 
Forfurtherinformationcontact 
BlaenavonTouristInformationCentreon 
01495742333
www.visitblaenavon.co.uk 

©2009 Communications Design, TCBC

Supported by 
the Heads of the 
Valleys Programme

Photo 16: Staffordshire Row
/N

orth Street, 
in 1959

www.visitblaenavon.co.uk
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B L A E N A V O N  T O W N  W A L K 

A  C I R C U L A R  W A L K  I  N 

T H E  B L A E N A V O N  I N D U S T R I A L  L A N D S C A P E   

W O R L D  H E R I T A G E  S I T E 

Approx  3.5Km  (2  miles)/  2  hours/  
moderate  to  energetic 

This  walk  can  be  increased  to  7.5kms  or 
4.5  miles  if  you  extend  your  walk  to  Capel 
Newydd  which  can  add  another  hour  and 
a  half  to  your  walk.  It  has  some  steep 
uphill  gradients,  steps  and  muddy 
sections  so  it  is  advisable  to  wear  stout 
shoes  or  boots.  It  is  unsuitable  for  wheel 
chairs  and  push  chairs. 

This  walk  starts  at  the  Blaenavon  World 
Heritage  Centre  (SO  250  088). 

If  you  have  taken  the  bus  to  Blaenavon,  walk  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  street  from  the  'High  Street' 
bus  stop.  (or  if  you  alight  at  the  'Lion  Street'  bus 
stop,  by  the  Library,  walk  up  to  the  corner  and  turn 
left  down  High  Street).At  the  bottom,  turn  right  and 
walk  to  the  crossing  that  will  take  you  safely  to  the  
Heritage  Centre and the start of the walk. 

The Heritage Centre is based in the former St. 
Peter's School buildings, which were paid for by 
Sarah Hopkins in memory of her late brother, 
Samuel. When it opened in 1816 it was the first 

school purpose built by an 'industrialist' for the 
workers' children. More information on the 
history of the schools, the Iron Works and 
Blaenavon can be found at the Heritage 
Centre. 

Turn  right  out  of  the  centre  and  walk  past  St. 
Peter’s  Church.  If  you  have  time,  now  or 
after  the  walk,  look  around  the  grounds, 
keeping  a  look  out  for  the  cast  iron  topped 
tombs,  such  as  that  of  Sarah  Bissel  who  died 
in  1809  aged  84.  As  you  pass  the  church, 
pause  on  the  corner  of  Prince  Stree  t and 
look  down  past  the  Post  Office,  and  then 
compare  the  view  with  that  in  photo  1. 

This  shows  some  of  the  oldest  buildings  in 
the  town  which  were  demolished  to  make 
way  for  the  grand  new  post  office  in  1937; 
you  can  just  make  out  the  Queen  Victoria 
Pub  behind. 

Photo 1: looking down Prince Street 

Continue on past the Prince’s Street car park 
where once there were cottages and small 
industrial concerns such as blacksmiths 
forges and carpenters workshops. You will 
also pass an old 'dram' that would have been 
used to transport coal out of the mines along 
tramways to be loaded into canal barges. 
This was until the new and faster rail network 
was built and coal was then transported in 
large rail waggons. Cross over the Afon 
Llwyd (grey river)  on what was once a tram 
road bridge taking time to look at the river. 
When it is in full flow you can understand 
why once it was called the Torfaen (from torri 
maen)  which in English means 'Rock Breaker.' 
Once over the bridge, turn left and then 
carefully cross the main road. 

You are now stood on the old railway line 
that once ran along the bottom of the valley 
and the GWR 'Lower' station was once where 
the blocks of flats ahead of you now stand. 

Photo 2: Lower Station 
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Bear  left  and  again  cross  over 
the  river  and  take  the  path  that 
goes  sharp  left  up  the 
embankment.  This  is  following 
the  line  of  Albert  Street  and  if 
you  stand  ½  way  up  the  path 
you  will  be  standing  in 
approximately  the  same  spot 
as  the  photographer  that  took 
photo  3. 

At  the  end  of  the  left  hand  side 
of  the  street  you  may  just  make 
out  a  gas  street  standard  that 
was  known  as  the  Halleluiah 
Lamppost,  so  called  because  it 
once  was  the  place  where 
impromptu  religious  meetings 
took  place! 

Continue  up  the  path  and  cross 
over  the  road  then  bear  left; 
when  you  are  opposite  the 
Queen  Victoria  Pub,  the 
Halleluiah  Lamppost  was 
approximately  where  the  traffic 
island  is  today. 

Photo 4: looking up Prince Street 

From this spot look up Prince 
Street  and then at photo 4; the 
Workman’s Hall  is top left 
and the Co-op is in the centre. 
Turn right into the bottom of 
Broad Street. 
This is now the commercial 
centre of Blaenavon with a 
butcher, chemists, cafes, book 
shops, a pet store and a bank. It 
is hard to imagine it was once 
known as Heol y nant  or Brook 
Street  because it had a small 
stream, called the Nant 
Llechan, running down the 
middle of this once narrow lane 

with little footbridges criss-
crossing it. 

As  you  walk  up  the  right  hand 
side  of  the  street,  stop  opposite 
the  Co-operative  Pharmacy 
and  look  at  photo  5.  This  was 
the  original  site  of  the  post 
office  prior  to  the  new  building 
in  Prince  Street. 

Also  at  this  spot,  look  up  the 
street  and  then  compare  the 

view  with  that  of  photo  6.  The 
building  off-set  in  the  middle  of 
the  left  was  the  White  Hart  Inn, 
one  of  the  many  public  houses 
in  the  town  now  gone. 

Continue  up  the  road  and  just 

beyond  the  fish  &  chip  shop 
turn  and  look  down  the  road, 
comparing  it  with  photo  7  (I’ll 
give  you  clue,  the  building 
behind  the  boy  in  the  foreground 
is  the  'chipper'). 

As  you  continue  up  the  street, 
look  for  the  HSBC  bank  on 
your  left.  This  was  originally  the 
Metropolitan  Bank  and  had  a
much  grander  frontage  onto
the  corner  of  Broad  Street  and 
Lion  Street.  On  the  other 
corner  is  the  Lion  Hotel,  once 
the  victim  of  riots  following  the 
1868  general  election. 

The  two  Tory  candidates  were
declared  elected  to  the  old 
county  of  Monmouthshire.  This 
did  not  represent  the  feelings  of 
the  valley  towns  who  had 
overwhelmingly  voted  for  the 
Liberal  Candidate.  There  were 
severe  riots  in  Blaenavon  and  it 
was  claimed  that  only  the  arrival 
the  Royal  Welsh  Fusiliers  stopped 
the  violence  turning  into  murder. 
The  mob  turned  on  the  Lion 
Hotel,  smashing  its  windows  and 
forcing  their  way  in.  The  pub's 
alcohol  was  taken  out  into  the 
street  and  casks  were  breached. 
The  'Free  Press'  reported  that
rioters  'went  down  on  their  hands
and  knees  to  drink  like  beasts
until  they  reeled  and  fell 
senseless'.  Furniture  and
possessions  were  taken  out  of 
the  hotel  and  used  to  make  a 
huge  bonfire  and  there  was  even 
an  attempt  to  torch  the  hotel 
itself.  The  Landlord,  Mr  J  Morris 
later  made  a  claim  for  damages 
to  a  total  of  £1,672. 

Continue  up  the  hill  and  when 
you  are  level  with  Broad 
Street  car  park,  turn  around 
and  look  down  the  street  and 
compare  the  view  with  that  of 
photo  8. 

You  can  make  out  the  Moriah 
Chapel  down  on  the  left  of  the 
street,  though  today  it  has  lost 
its  fancy  finials!  The  picture 
(taken  from  a  bedroom  window 

of  a  house  now  demolished)  is  of 
the  Whitson  Parade.  This  was  the 
holiday  where  the  Benefits  Clubs
and  the  Sunday  Schools  paraded
around  the  town.  Benefit  Clubs
were  formed  by  workers  before
state  welfare  covered  sickness, 
unemployment  or  death  and 
were  usually  centred  around  one 
of  the  many  hostelries  of  the 
town;  for  example  the  New  Inn 
had  the  Phoenix  Club,  the  Old
Crown  hosted  the  Old  Benefits
Club  and  at  the  Bridgend  could
be  found  the  Dic  Sion  Ffrynnigs
club.  Everyone  would  be  decked
out  in  their  Sunday  best  and 
would  sing  as  they  processed
behind  banners  or  a  'silver'  band. 
The  end  of  the  tour  usually
culminated  in  an  annual  feast  for 
the  Benefits  Clubs  or  high  tea  for 
the  Sunday  Schools  with  tables 
loaded  with  dainties  and  huge 
pots  of  steaming  tea. 

(At  this  point  you  can  extend 
your  walk  to  visit  the  site  of  the 
original  church  for  Blaenavon  at 
Capel  Newydd.  This  is  a  round 
trip  of  about  2  miles.  Turn  right
into  Old  Queen  Sreet  and
straight  on  along  Queen  Street,
past  St.  Paul’s  Church  then 
straight  ahead  onto  and  along 
Llanover  Road.  This  comes  out 
onto  the  mountain  road  and 
about  1km  further  along  the 
road  after  you  cross  the  cattle 
grid  you  will  see  a  large 
Sycamore  tree  with  a  bench 
beside  it.  When  you  come  level 
with  the  bench,  look  to  your  right 
for  the  little  iron  cross  that 
indicates  the  site  of  the  old 
chapel  of  ease  that  was  replaced 
by  St.  Peter's  Church  in  the  town. 
The  Church  had  fallen  into 
disrepair  by  the  1860’s.  Retrace 
your  steps  and  rejoin  the  walk). 

At  the  top  of  Broad  Street, 
cross  over  the  road  onto  King 
Street  then  turn  to  your  left 
and  look  up  the  street, 
comparing  the  scene  with  the 
one  in  photo  10,  not  a  lot  on 
the  right  of  the  street  has 
changed,  apart  from  the  loss  of 
the  shop  frontages. 

Continue  up  the  right  hand 
side  of  King  Street  and  just 
before  you  turn  right  into  Ellick 
Street,  opposite  the  Bethel 
Chapel,  compare  the  scene  in 
photo  11. 

King  Street  was  once  called 
Heol-ust-tewi  which  translated 
means  Hush,  Be  Silent  Street 
which  then  became  the  Street
of  Whispers,  it  was  the  old 
commercial  centre  for  the
town.  The  pub  in  the 
foreground  was  the  Rising  Sun  
and  the  house  beyond  that  was 
Peglars  grocery  store. 

Turn  right  and  walk  up  to  the 
end  of  Ellick  Street.  As  the 
road  opens  out  into  a  green 
space,  look  at  photo  12  which 

shows  the  reservoir  that  was 
fed  by  the  brook  that  once  ran 
down  Broad  Street.  It  shows  the
'new'  council  houses  of  Elgam 
Avenue  in  the  background. 

Walk  up  the  path  that  continues 
to  the  right  of  number  42 
Elgam  Avenue,  continuing  up
the  steps  until  you  come  onto
the  top  road.  Turn  left  and  walk
along  this  stretch  of  Elgam
Avenue.  When  you  reach  the
green,  try  to  imagine  this  as
open  farmland. 

A  small  hill  farm  once  occupied 
the  area  around  where  the  green 
is  today  and  was  called  Elgam
Farm.  The  land  was  supposedly
inhabited  by  the  Tylwyth  Teg,  the
fair  folk  or  fairies.  This  was  why
most  of  the  housing  for  the 
rapidly  expanding  town  was  on 
the  west  of  the  Abergavenny 
road;  no-one  wanted  to  upset 
the  tylwyth  teg  as  they  could 
blight  your  crops,  cause  your 
animals  to  waste  away  or  could 
steal  your  child  leaving  a 
changeling  in  its  place.  It  was  not 
all  bad  for  if  you  kept  in  their 
good  books,  rewarded  them  or 
pleased  them  they  could  help 
make  you  prosperous  or  long 
lived;  but  as  they  were 
notoriously  capricious,  not  many 
people  wanted  to  run  the  risk  of 
upsetting  them. 

Continue  along  Elgam
Avenue  and  Rifle  Street  and 
as  you  pass  the  Rifleman’s  Pub,
turn  left  onto  the
Abergavenny  Road.

At  this  point  there  was  once  a 
tollgate  that  was  smashed 
during  the  Rebecca  Riots  in 
1839.

These  were  demonstrations 
against  the  hated  gates  that  had 
been  set  up  by  Toll  Gate  Trusts, 
supposedly  to  raise  money  to 
maintain  and  improve  the  roads
but  quite  often  the  extortionate
tolls  were  diverted  to  other  'uses'. 
There  was  growing  discontent
amongst  the  rural  and  urban 
poor  which  flashed  into  violence
when  this  additional  burden
came  at  a  time  when  prices  for 
live  stock  were  low  coupled  with
poor  harvests.  The  rioters  often
dressed  as  women  and  blacked 
their  faces  to  disguise  their 
identity  as  capture  could  result  in 
transportation. 

Continue  on  down  the 
Abergavenny  Road  and  the  old 

church  building  on  your  left  is 
St.  James'  Church. 

St.  James'  Church  once  stood  at 
the  end  of  West  View  Terrace  and 
was  built  out  of  corrugated  tin 
plates  so  it  was  called  the  'Iron' 
Church.  (Photo  13). 

When  the  slag  and  spoil  heaps 
threatened  its  existence,  the 

congregation  'moved'  the  church
to  its  present  position,  the
beautiful  stone  being  robbed
from  the  blast  furnaces  at  the
iron  works.

Once  past  the  fire  station,  cross 
over  the  top  of  King  Street 
and  take  the  second  fork 
(Upper  Waun  Street).  
The  first  fork  is  the  top  of  King 
Street  and  the  first  terraced 
house  on  the  left  side  of  the
street  was  once  a  pub  called  the
'Pen  Y  Ceffyl'  (Nags  Head!). 
When  it  was  converted  into  a
private  residence  a  'Brown  Bess' 
musket  was  found  in  a  walled  up
fireplace.  It  is  believed  that  this 
musket  was  stolen  during  the 
time  of  the  Chartists  riots  from 
the  barracks  that  once  stood 
opposite. 

Continue  down  Upper  Waun 
Street  and  bear  left  as  it  turns 
into  High  Street. 

This  was  once  lined  by  shops,
hotels  and  beer  retailers  but 
the  only  evidence  today  is  in 
the  frontage  of  the  houses.  A 
wider  window  usually  indicates 
a  shop  and  a  double  frontage 
could  have  been  a  tavern  or 
hotel.  A  house  with  evidence  of 
a  corner  doorway  would  also 
have  originally  been  a 
commercial  property. 

When  you  come  to  the  former 
Council  or  'Municipal'  Offices,
look  down  Lion  Street  and 
compare  the  scene  with  that  in 
photo  14;  whilst  the  skyline  has 
changed  very  little,  many  of  the 
properties  in  the  foreground 

Photo 14: looking down Lion Street

have  been  demolished. 
Continue  down  High  Street
until  you  come  back  onto
Church  Road  alongside  the
Workmen's  Hall  and
Cenotaph.

Once  a  common  sight  in  the 
South  Wales  Valleys,  not  many
Workmens'  Halls  or  Institutes  still 
stand  and  not  many  were  as  fine 
as  Blaenavon's.  The  building  is 
still  very  much  a  hub  to  the 
community  today,  with  a  cinema,
snooker  tables,  concerts  and  a 
dedicated  team  of  volunteers.  It 
was  funded  by  subscriptions  from
workers  who  had  one  half  penny
a  week  deducted  from  their
wages,  the  building  being
opened  in  1894.  Photo  15  shows 
the  Workmen's  Hall  with  the 

Cenotaph  and  its  Memorial
clock,  in  the  foreground.  The
event  being  recorded  is  King
Edward  VIII’s  visit  to  Blaenavon
in  November  1936.  This  was
part  of  the  great  tour  of  the
industrial  valleys  of  South  Wales,
where  he  made  his  famous 
comment  'Something  must  be
done  to  get  these  people  work' 
after  witnessing  the  great
hardships  and  unemployment
that  the  depression  had  wrought
on  the  people  of  Wales. 

This  political  comment  may  have 
won  him  the  hearts  of  his  people
but  it  was  not  well  received  by  the 
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Government, whose relationship 
with the King was already 
uncomfortable due to his 
affection for Mrs Simpson. It all 
came to a head less than a 
month later when on 10th 
December 1936 he signed the 
Instrument of Abdication at 
Windsor, witnessed by his three 
brothers. 

Turn right and walk back 
towards the Police Station, 
which replaced the North Street 
Lock up in 1894, the car park 
beside the station was the site 
of the Court House. Cross over 
the road by the Heritage 
Centre and continue up the 
road for about 200m where, 
opposite, you will see a large 
house behind a stone wall 
toped with black lumps of 
'slag'. Carefully cross the road 
to the entrance of the drive, 
and follow the middle path that 
goes through the trees. (The 
tracks to the left and right are 
private drives). 

As you walk along the path 
through the beautiful beech trees 
you can see why the large house, 
now on your left, became known 
as the Beeches during its time as 
a nursing home. This was the 
house built by one of the 
Blaenavon Company partners, 
Thomas Hopkins. This house 
became known as Blaenavon 
House as it was regularly 
frequented by guests or visitors of 
the Company. The Hopkins’ were 
very sociable and often hosted 
parties that were attended by 
visitors and locals alike. In 1925 it 
became known as 'Ty Mawr' and it 
became the Medical Society 
Hospital. In the grounds are 
grave stones to two dogs, Billy 
and Bones, owned by Mr Kennard 
who in the 1860’s was the 
General Manager of the 
Blaenavon Works. Another of his 
beloved dogs, a red setter called 
Carlo, has a cast iron monument 
on the southern slopes of the 
Coity Mountain opposite, where 
he met his untimely death whilst 
flushing game during a shooting 
party organised by the Blaenavon 
Company. (See the 'Blaenavon 
Industrial Landscape' walk). 

As this short section of path 
comes out onto a stoned drive, 
there is a large house off to the 
right known as Park House. 
Only the roof is visible behind 
the building that was once its 
stables. 

Park House was built by Thomas 
Hill, a co-founder of the 
Blaenavon Iron Company. Three 
generations of Thomas’ were 
responsible for the foundation 
and construction of the Iron 
Works, building tram roads and 
sinking mines. One of the mines, 
Hills Pit, has one of the only 
visible remains of the early mines 
in the landscape, a spectacular 
engine house chimney in the 
beautiful golden local stone. 
(See Iron Mountain Trail, Part 2). 
The Hills’s had offices, a bank 
and a house for receiving guests 
in Nevill Street, Abergavenny. 
Later they went on to build Park 
House so they could have 
somewhere closer to the Iron 
Works to reside in and entertain 
the company’s guests. Continue 
straight ahead up the drive and 
along the road, then up a short 
section of grassed track that 
will bring you back onto the 
Abergavenny Road. Turn left 
and walk down what is now 
North Street and you are now 
opposite the Iron Works. (See 
the Iron Mountain Trail Part 2 
Leaflet for more information on 
the Iron Works). Continue 

Photo 16: Staffordshire Row/North Street, 
in 1959 

down the road until you are 
opposite the Industrial 
Estate Road. This road has 
been cut through an 
embankment where once stood 
the houses of Staffordshire 
Row/North Street. 

Staffordshire Row got its name 
from the workers that migrated 
from the Midlands, lured to the 
area by a promise of work in the 
new state of the art iron works. 
The two terraces were built 
literally one on top of the other as 
they went into the side of the 
sloping bank. The lower houses 
were entered from doors which 
would face onto North Street (as 
seen in photo 16) and the higher 
level had their doors out onto 
Staffordshire Row at the back. The 
two terraces of houses were 
separated by brick vaulting 
supported by iron girders and 
each house originally had two 
rooms which were later 
partitioned to form two up and 
two down. An extract from a 
County Medical Officers Report 
of 1909 describes the occupancy 
of one of the 'houses'. 

'No. 10 North Street consists on 
the ground floor a kitchen, a 
lumber/wash room and a pantry. 
On the first floor there are two 
bedrooms approached by a steep 
ladder stair. West bedroom, 11ft x 
11ft was occupied by an old lady 
and a little girl. The east 
bedroom, 11ft x 6ft 6 was 
occupied by six children. 

No. 4 Staffordshire Row (this is 
immediately above and in front of 
the proceeding house) consists of 
a ground floor with a small 
kitchen, a pantry and a bedroom, 
11ft 6 x 6ft and is occupied by an 
old lady of 62 and a girl aged 2. 

Upstairs one room was partially 
divided off by a wooden partition 
into two rooms. Total square 
measurement of the rooms is 19ft 
3 x 11ft 6 and they contain two 
beds, one of which is occupied in 
the daytime by a brother aged 24 
years (except on Saturdays and 
Sundays) and at night by 
husband, aged 32 years, wife 
aged 28 years and baby, aged 
12 months. The other bed is 
occupied by a sister aged 22 
years. 

There are too many sleeping in 
this tenement, thereby taking up 
the living rooms, the cubic 
capacity of which are none too 
ample'. 

Part of the wall on the corner of 
Estate Road and North Street is 
all that is left of the first police 
station in the town. Originally 
there were stocks at Engine Row 
(the square of cottages in the 
Iron Works), but in 1838 these 
were replaced by the new 
purpose built police station or 
'lock up' on North Street. This fell 
out of use by 1870, and after a 
brief respite as an air raid shelter 
in World War II, it was partially 
demolished in 1960 with only 
part of one wall left. Further 
along Estate Road industrial units 
and factories now stand where 
once there were rows of workers 
houses with names like Quick 
Buildings, Victoria Row, Ten 
Houses, Pond Houses and 
Bumblehole; this was also the 
site of the original St. James' 
Church. The men of Blaenavon 
worked hard and 'played' harder. 
Bare-knuckle fights, though 
eventually illegal, were often the 
norm and there are reports of 
bouts taking place on the 
hillsides around Blaenavon. One 
fight that took place at the corner 
of Victoria Row, ended in the 
death of Dai Lewis. The fatal 
blow was delivered by a man 
known only as Bowen, who was 
committed for trial but was later 
discharged. 

Carefully continue down the 
road and cross over opposite 
Kennard Place. Turn and 
look towards the three story 
building now opposite. This was 
once part of a larger row of 
buildings that formed the 
company shop. It included a 
brewery and the public house 
called the 'Drum and Monkey', 
later referred to in Alexander 
Cordell’s 'Rape of the Fair 
Country'. Continue on down the 
road and you will return back 
to the start of your walk at the 
Heritage Centre. 

With thanks to Pontypool Museum for 
many of the images, Mrs Pat Sanderson 
and Blaenafon Community Heritage & 
Cordell Museum 
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BLAENAVON
TOWN WALK
Circular Walk
Approx 3.5Km (2 miles)/ 2 hours/ 
moderate to energetic

BLAENAVONTOWNWALK

ACIRCULARWALKIN

THEBLAENAVONINDUSTRIALLANDSCAPE

WORLDHERITAGESITE

Approx3.5Km(2miles)/2hours/
moderatetoenergetic

Thiswalkcanbeincreasedto7.5kmsor 
4.5milesifyouextendyourwalktoCapel 
Newyddwhichcanaddanotherhourand 
ahalftoyourwalk.Ithassomesteep 
uphillgradients,stepsandmuddy 
sectionssoitisadvisabletowearstout 
shoesorboots.Itisunsuitableforwheel 
chairsandpushchairs.

ThiswalkstartsattheBlaenavonWorld 
HeritageCentre(SO250088).

IfyouhavetakenthebustoBlaenavon,walkdown 
tothebottomofthestreetfromthe'HighStreet' 
busstop.(orifyoualightatthe'LionStreet'bus 
stop,bytheLibrary,walkuptothecornerandturn 
leftdownHighStreet).Atthebottom,turnrightand 
walktothecrossingthatwilltakeyousafelytothe
Heritage Centreand the start of the walk.

The Heritage Centre is based in the former St. 
Peter's School buildings, which were paid for by 
Sarah Hopkins in memory of her late brother, 
Samuel. When it opened in 1816 it was the first 

school purpose built by an 'industrialist' for the 
workers' children. More information on the 
history of the schools, the Iron Works and 
Blaenavon can be found at the Heritage 
Centre.

TurnrightoutofthecentreandwalkpastSt. 
Peter’sChurch.Ifyouhavetime,nowor 
afterthewalk,lookaroundthegrounds, 
keepingalookoutforthecastirontopped 
tombs,suchasthatofSarahBisselwhodied 
in1809aged84.Asyoupassthechurch, 
pauseonthecornerofPrinceStreetand 
lookdownpastthePostOffice,andthen 
comparetheviewwiththatinphoto1.

Thisshowssomeoftheoldestbuildingsin 
thetownwhichweredemolishedtomake 
wayforthegrandnewpostofficein1937; 
youcanjustmakeouttheQueenVictoria 
Pubbehind.

Continue on past the Prince’s Street car park 
where once there were cottages and small 
industrial concerns such as blacksmiths 
forges and carpenters workshops. You will 
also pass an old 'dram' that would have been 
used to transport coal out of the mines along 
tramways to be loaded into canal barges. 
This was until the new and faster rail network 
was built and coal was then transported in 
large rail waggons. Cross over the Afon 
Llwyd (grey river)on what was once a tram 
road bridge taking time to look at the river. 
When it is in full flow you can understand 
why once it was called the Torfaen (from torri 
maen)which in English means 'Rock Breaker.' 
Once over the bridge, turn left and then 
carefully cross the main road.

You are now stood on the old railway line 
that once ran along the bottom of the valley 
and the GWR 'Lower' station was once where 
the blocks of flats ahead of you now stand.

Photo 1: looking down Prince StreetPhoto 2: Lower Station
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B L A E N A V O N T O W N W A L K 

C I R C U L A R W A L K 

The  history  of  industrial  activity  in  the  area 
dates  back  to  the  16th  Century  but  it  was 
the  development  of  the  Ironworks  in  1789 
that  lead  to  the  growth  of  the  town.  The 
works  were  the  first  purpose-built  multi-
furnace  ironworks  in  Wales.  By  1796  it  was 
the  second  largest  producer  of  iron  in 
Wales,  with  an  annual  output  of  5,460 
tons. 

Many  of  the  Listed  Buildings  which  are 
seen  on  this  walk  are  linked  to  the 
evolvement  of  the  towns  industrial 
heritage.  The  town  itself  is  the  focus  of  a 
number  of  books  by  Alexander  Cordell, 
the  most  famous  of  which  is  ‘Rape  of  the 
Fair  Country’. 

A  new  impetus  for  growth  was  provided  by 
the  opening  of  the  Forgeside  Works,  the 
sinking  of  Big  Pit  and  the  opening  of 
railway  lines  to  Brynmawr  and  Pontypool  in 
the  mid  19th  Century. 

The  importance  of  the  heritage  of  the  town 
and  it’s  environs  as  a  resource  of  World 
significance  is  demonstrated  by  46  Listed 
Buildings,  eight  Scheduled  Ancient 
Monuments,  its  designation  in  the  register 
of  Landscapes  of  Outstanding  and  Historic 
Interest  in  Wales  and  the  designation  of  a 
Conservation  Area  in  1984.  
The  Blaenavon  Industria  l 
Landscape  was  placed  o  n 
the  UNESCO  list  of  Worl  d 
Heritage  Sites  in  November  
2000. 

B L A E N A V O N I N D U S T R I A L L A N D S C A P E 

B L A E N A V O N T O W N W A L K 

Enjoy  the  countryside  and  respect  its  life  and  work; 

Guard  against  all  risk  of  fire; 

Fasten  all  gates; 

Keep  your  dogs  under  control,  preferably  on  a  lead  and 
remember  to  pick  up  any  of  their  mess; 

Keep  to  public  paths  across  farmland; 

Use  gates  and  stiles  to  cross  fences,  hedges  and  walls; 

Leave  livestock,  crops  and  machinery  alone; 

Take  your  litter  home; 

Help  to  keep  all  water  clean; 

Protect  wildlife,  plants  and  trees; 

Take  special  care  on  country  roads; 

Make  no  unnecessary  noise. 

Other  walks  leaflets  for  the  World  Heritag  e 
Site  and  other  areas  in  Torfaen  are  available.  
For  further  information  contact  
Blaenavon  Tourist  Information  Centre  on  
01495  742333  
www.visitblaenavon.co.uk 
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ŷa
 

ad
ei

la
dw

yd
 g

an
 T

ho
m

as
 

H
op

ki
ns

, u
n 

o 
ba

rtn
er

ia
id

 C
w

m
ni

 
Bl

ae
na

fo
n.

 D
ae

th
 y

 tŷ
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Tŷ

Pa
rc

fe
lb

od
 

ga
nd

dy
nt

le
if

yw
'n

ag
os

ac
h

at
y 

G
w

ai
th

H
ae

ar
n

i'w
ga

llu
og

ii
 

gr
oe

sa
w

u
gw

es
te

io
n

y
cw

m
ni

. 
Ew

ch
yn

sy
th

ym
la

en
if

yn
y'

r
lô

n 
ac

ar
hy

d
y

ffo
rd

d,
yn

a
if

yn
y 

da
rn

by
r

o
dr

ac
gl

as
w

el
lto

g
a 

fy
dd

yn
ei

ch
ty

w
ys

yn
ôl

i 
Ff

o
rd

d
y

Fe
n

n
i.

Tr
ow

ch
i'r

 
ch

w
ith

a
ch

er
dd

w
ch

il
aw

r
y 

st
ry

d
sy

dd
he

dd
iw

'n
ca

el
ei

 
ga

lw
'n

St
ry

d
y

G
og

le
dd

ac
 

ry
dy

ch
ch

in
aw

r
gy

fe
rb

yn
â'

r 
G

w
a

it
h

H
a

e
a

rn
.(

G
w

el
er

 
Rh

an
2

o
D

af
le

n
Ll

w
yb

r
y 

M
yn

yd
d

H
ae

ar
n

am
ra

go
r

o 
w

yb
od

ae
th

am
y

G
w

ai
th

 
H

ae
ar

n)
.P

ar
he

w
ch

il
aw

r
y 

ffo
rd

d
ta

n
ei

ch
bo

d
gy

fe
rb

yn
â 

In
d

u
st

ri
a

lE
st

a
te

R
o

a
d

. 
To

rr
w

yd
y

ffo
rd

d
dr

w
y 

ar
gl

aw
dd

lle
sa

fa
it

ai
 

St
af

fo
rd

sh
ir

e
Ro

w
/N

or
th

St
re

et
ar

un
ad

eg
.

C
af

od
d 

St
af

fo
rd

sh
ire

 R
ow

 e
i 

he
nw

i o
he

rw
yd

d 
y 

gw
ei

th
w

yr
 a

 
fu

do
dd

 o
'r 

C
an

ol
ba

rth
, a

r ô
l c

ae
l 

eu
 d

en
u 

ga
n 

ad
de

w
id

 o
 w

ai
th

 y
n 

y 
gw

ai
th

 h
ae

ar
n 

ne
w

yd
d,

 c
yf

oe
s.

 
Ad

ei
la

dw
yd

 y
 d

da
u 

de
ra

s 
yn

 
lly

th
re

nn
ol

 a
r b

en
 e

i g
ily

dd
 g

an
 

eu
 b

od
 n

hw
'n

 m
yn

d 
i m

ew
n 

i o
ch

r 
y 

lle
th

r. 
Ro

ed
d 

y 
m

yn
ed

ia
d 

i'r
 ta

i 
is

af
 d

rw
y 

dd
ry

sa
u 

a 
oe

dd
 y

n 
w

yn
eb

u 
N

or
th

 S
tre

et
 (f

el
 y

 g
w

el
ir 

yn
 ll

un
 1

6)
 a

c 
ro

ed
d 

dr
ys

au
'r 

le
fe

l 
uc

ha
f y

n 
ar

w
ai

n 
al

la
n 

i 
St

af
fo

rd
sh

ire
 R

ow
 y

n 
y 

ce
fn

. 
G

w
ah

an
w

yd
 y

 d
da

u 
de

ra
s 

ga
n 

gr
om

en
ni

 o
 fr

ic
ia

u 
w

ed
i e

u 
cy

nn
al

 
â 

hy
tra

w
st

ia
u 

ha
ea

rn
, a

c 
yn

 
w

re
id

di
ol

 ro
ed

d 
ga

n 
bo

b 
tŷ
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L L W Y B R T R E F B L A E N A F O N

T A I T H G Y L C H

Mae hanes y gweithgarwch diwydiannol yn 
yr ardal yn dyddio'n ôl i'r unfed ganrif ar 
bymtheg ond datblygiad y gwaith Haearn 
yn y dref ym 1789 oedd yn gyfrifol am dwf 
y dref. Y gwaith oedd y gwaith haearn 
pwrpasol cyntaf yng Nghymru i gynnwys 
sawl ffwrnais. Erbyn 1796 y gwaith oedd 
yr ail fwyaf yng Nghymru i gynhyrchu 
haearn, 5,460 o dunelli'n flynyddol.

Mae nifer o'r Adeiladau Rhestredig sydd 
i'w gweld ar y daith gerdded hon yn 
gysylltiedig ag esblygiad treftadaeth 
ddiwydiannol y dref. Mae'r dref ei hun yn 
ganolbwynt nifer o lyfrau gan Alexander 
Cordell, yr enwocaf wrth gwrs yw ‘Rape of 
the Fair Country’.

Dechreuodd y lle dyfu o'r newydd pan 
agorwyd Gwaith Forgeside, 'Big Pit' a'r 
rheilffyrdd i Frynmawr a Phont-y-pŵl yng 
nghanol y bedwaredd ganrif ar bymtheg.

Mae pwysigrwydd treftadaeth y dref a'i 
hamgylchedd fel adnodd o bwysigrwydd 
byd-eang yn amlwg iawn yn y 46 Adeilad 
Rhestredig, wyth Heneb Gofrestredig, ei 
ddynodiad yng nghofrestr Tirweddau o 
Ddiddordeb Hanesyddol Eithriadol yng 
Nghymru a'i ddynodiad fel Ardal 
Gadwraeth ym 1984. Cafodd Tirwedd 
Ddiwydiannol Blaenafon ei
chynnwys ar gofrestr
Safleoedd Treftadaeth
UNESCO yn Nhachwedd
2000.
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LLWYBRTREFBLAENAFON

TAITHGYLCHYNNHIRWEDD

DDIWYDIANNOLBLAENAFON

SAFLETREFTADAETHYBYD

Tua3.5Km(2milltir)/2awr/
cymedroliegniol

Maemoddcynyddu'rdaithhoni7.5kmneu 
4.5milltirosydychynbwriaducerddedi 
GapelNewydd;gallhynychwaneguawra 
hanneraralli'chtaith.Maeynarhai 
llethrauserth,stepiauarhannausy'n 
fwdlyd,fellyawgrymireichbodyngwisgo 
esgidiaucryfion.Nidyw'naddasi 
gadeiriauolwynachadeiriaugwthio.

Mae'r daith hon yn cychwyn yng Nghanolfan 
Treftadaeth y Byd Blaenafon(SO 250 088).

OsdaethocharfwsiFlaenafon:osaflebwsyStryd 
Fawr,cerddwchiwaelodystryd.(neuosydychger 
saflebwsStrydyLlew,geryllyfrgell,cerddwchifyny 
i'rcornelathrowchi'rchwithilawryStrydFawr).Ary 
gwaelod,trowchi’rddeacherddwchi'rgroesfana 
fyddyneichtywysynddiogeli'rGanolfan 
Dreftadaethsefmancychwynydaith.

Mae'r Ganolfan Dreftadaeth wedi ei lleoli yn 
adeiladau Ysgol San Pedr gynt, a ariannwyd gan 
Sarah Hopkins er cof am Samuel, ei brawd. Pan 
agorwyd yr ysgol ym 1816, dyma'r ysgol bwrpasol 

gyntaf o'i bath a adeiladwyd gan 
'ddiwydiannwr', a hynny' ar gyfer plant y 
gweithwyr. Mae mwy o wybodaeth am hanes yr 
ysgolion, y Gwaith Haearn a Blaenafon yn y 
Ganolfan Dreftadaeth.

Trowchi'rddeallano'rganolfana 
cherddwchheibioEglwysSanPedr.Os 
oesgennychamser,nawr,neuarôlydaith, 
mynnwchgipolwgogwmpasdiryreglwys 
gangadwllygadagoredamfeddausyddâ 
chaeadauhaearnbwrw,felbeddSarah 
Bisselabufarwym1809yn84oed.Wrthi 
chifyndheibio'reglwys,arhoswcham 
ennydargornelPrinceStreetacedrychi 
lawrheibio'rSwyddfaBost,cyncymharu'r 
olygfaâ'rhynsyddi'wweldynllun1.

Dengyshwnrhaio'radeiladauhynafyny 
drefagafoddeudymchwelermwyn 
gwneudllei'rswyddfabostgrand,newydd 
sbonym1937;ynycefndirfewelwch 
dafarnyQueenVictoria.

Parhewch heibio i faes parcio Prince Street lle 
bu unwaith fythynnod a busnesau 
diwydiannol fel gefeiliau gof a gweithdai seiri 
coed. Byddwch hefyd yn mynd heibio hen 
'dram' a arferai gael ei defnyddio i gludo glo 
o'r pyllau ar hyd y tramffyrdd er mwyn ei 
lwytho ar ysgraffau'r gamlas. Roedd hyn cyn 
yr adeiladwyd y rhwydwaith rheilffyrdd 
newydd, cyflymach; cludwyd y glo wedi hyn 
mewn wagenni mawr. Croeswch yr Afon 
Lwyd dros yr hyn a fu unwaith yn bont 
draffordd, gan aros ennyd i edrych ar yr 
afon. Pan fo llif yr afon ar ei uchaf gallwch 
ddeall paham yr arferai gael ei galw'n Tor-
faen (torri meini). Unwaith byddwch wedi 
croesi'r bont, trowch i'r chwith a gyda gofal, 
croeswch y ffordd fawr.

Rydych nawr yn sefyll ar yr hen reilffordd a fu 
ar un adeg, yn rhedeg ar waelod y dyffryn. 
Arferai gorsaf 'isaf' y GWR sefyll lle saif y 
fflatiau o'ch blaen erbyn hyn.

Llun 1: edrych i lawr Prince StreetLlun 2: Yr Orsaf Isaf
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Mwynhewch gefn gwlad a pharchwch ei fywyd a’i waith;

Gwyliwch rhag unrhyw risg o dân;

Caewch bob clwyd;

Cadwch eich c ^wn dan reolaeth, ar dennyn os yn bosib;

Cadwch at lwybrau cyhoeddus sy’n croesi tir fferm;

Defnyddiwch glwydi a chamfeydd i groesi ffensys, 
llwyni a waliau;

Gadewch lonydd i dda byw, cnydau a pheiriannau;

Ewch â’ch sbwriel adref;

Helpwch gadw d ^wr yn lân;

Gwarchodwch fywyd gwyllt, planhigion a choed;

Cymerwch ofal arbennig ar ffyrdd gwledig;

Peidiwch â gwneud s ^wn diangen.

Mae taflenni teithiau cerdded eraill ar gyfer Safle 
Treftadaeth y Byd ac ardaloedd eraill yn Nhorfaen
ar gael. Am wybodaeth bellach cysylltwch â
Chanolfan Groeso Blaenafon ar 01495 742333
www.visitblaenavon.co.uk
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L L W Y B R  T R E F  B L A E N A F O N 

T A I T H  G Y L C H  Y N  N H I R W E D  D 

D D I W Y D I A N N O L  B L A E N A F O  N 

S A F L E  T R E F T A D A E T H  Y  B Y D 

Tua  3.5Km  (2  milltir)  /  2  awr  /  
cymedrol  i  egniol 

Ma  e mod  d cynyddu'  r dait  h ho  n  i 7.5k  m neu 
4.  5 millti  r o  s ydyc  h y  n bwriad  u cerdde  d i 
Gape  l Newydd  ; gal  l hy  n ychwaneg  u aw  r a 
hanne  r aral  l i'c  h taith  . Ma  e yn  a rhai 
llethra  u serth  , stepia  u  a rhanna  u sy'n 
fwdlyd  , fell  y awgrymi  r eic  h bo  d y  n gwisgo 
esgidia  u cryfion  . Ni  d yw'  n adda  s i 
gadeiria  u olwy  n  a chadeiria  u gwthio. 

Mae'r daith hon yn cychwyn yng Nghanolfan 
Treftadaeth y Byd  Blaenafon (SO 250 088). 

O  s daethoc  h a  r fw  s  i Flaenafon  :  o safl  e bw  s  y Stryd 
Fawr  , cerddwc  h  i waelo  d  y stryd  . (ne  u o  s ydyc  h ger 
safl  e bw  s Stry  d  y Llew  , ge  r  y llyfrgell  , cerddwc  h  i fyny 
i'  r corne  l  a throwc  h i'  r chwit  h  i law  r  y Stry  d Fawr).A  r y 
gwaelod  , trowc  h i’  r dd  e  a cherddwc  h i'  r groesfa  n a 
fyd  d y  n eic  h tywy  s y  n ddioge  l i'  r Ganolfan 
Dreftadaet  h  se  f ma  n cychwy  n  y daith. 

Mae'r Ganolfan Dreftadaeth wedi ei lleoli yn 
adeiladau Ysgol San Pedr gynt, a ariannwyd gan 
Sarah Hopkins er cof am Samuel, ei brawd. Pan 
agorwyd yr ysgol ym 1816, dyma'r ysgol bwrpasol 

gyntaf o'i bath a adeiladwyd gan 
'ddiwydiannwr', a hynny' ar gyfer plant y 
gweithwyr. Mae mwy o wybodaeth am hanes yr 
ysgolion, y Gwaith Haearn a Blaenafon yn y 
Ganolfan Dreftadaeth. 

Trowch  i'r  dde  allan  o'r  ganolfan  a 
cherddwch  heibio  Eglwys  San  Pedr.  Os 
oes  gennych  amser,  nawr,  neu  ar  ôl  y  daith, 
mynnwch  gipolwg  o  gwmpas  dir  yr  eglwys 
gan  gadw  llygad  agored  am  feddau  sydd  â 
chaeadau  haearn  bwrw,  fel  bedd  Sarah 
Bissel  a  bu  farw  ym  1809  yn  84  oed.  Wrth  i 
chi  fynd  heibio'r  eglwys,  arhoswch  am 
ennyd  ar  gornel  Prince  Stree  t ac  edrych  i 
lawr  heibio'r  Swyddfa  Bost,  cyn  cymharu'r 
olygfa  â'r  hyn  sydd  i'w  weld  yn  llun  1. 

Dengys  hwn  rhai  o'r  adeiladau  hynaf  yn  y 
dref  a  gafodd  eu  dymchwel  er  mwyn 
gwneud  lle  i'r  swyddfa  bost  grand,  newydd 
sbon  ym  1937;  yn  y  cefndir  fe  welwch 
dafarn  y  Queen  Victoria. 

Llun 1: edrych i lawr Prince Street 

Parhewch heibio i faes parcio Prince Street lle 
bu unwaith fythynnod a busnesau 
diwydiannol fel gefeiliau gof a gweithdai seiri 
coed. Byddwch hefyd yn mynd heibio hen 
'dram' a arferai gael ei defnyddio i gludo glo 
o'r pyllau ar hyd y tramffyrdd er mwyn ei 
lwytho ar ysgraffau'r gamlas. Roedd hyn cyn 
yr adeiladwyd y rhwydwaith rheilffyrdd 
newydd, cyflymach; cludwyd y glo wedi hyn 
mewn wagenni mawr. Croeswch yr Afon 
Lwyd dros yr hyn a fu unwaith yn bont 
draffordd, gan aros ennyd i edrych ar yr 
afon. Pan fo llif yr afon ar ei uchaf gallwch 
ddeall paham yr arferai gael ei galw'n Tor-
faen (torri meini). Unwaith byddwch wedi 
croesi'r bont, trowch i'r chwith a gyda gofal, 
croeswch y ffordd fawr. 

Rydych nawr yn sefyll ar yr hen reilffordd a fu 
ar un adeg, yn rhedeg ar waelod y dyffryn. 
Arferai gorsaf 'isaf' y GWR sefyll lle saif y 
fflatiau o'ch blaen erbyn hyn. 

Llun 2: Yr Orsaf Isaf 
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Cadwch  i'r  chwith  gan  groesi'r 
afon  unwaith  eto  a  dilyn  y 
llwybr  sy'n  troi'n  sydyn  i'r  chwith 
i  fyny'r  arglawdd.  Rydych  yn 
dilyn  llinell  Albert  Street  ac  os 
wnewch  chi  sefyll  tua  ½  ffordd  i 
fyny'r  llwybr  byddwch  yn  sefyll 
tua'r  un  man  â'r  ffotograffydd  a 
dynnodd  llun  3. 

Ar  ochr  chwith  y  stryd  efallai 
welwch  chi  olau  stryd  nwy  a 
arferai  gael  ei  alw'n  'Hallelujah 
Lampost',  oherwydd  dyma  ble 
cynhaliwyd  cyfarfodydd 
crefyddol  byrfyfyr! 

Parhewch  i  fyny'r  llwybr  a 
chroeswch  y  ffordd  cyn  mynd 
tua'r  chwith;  pan  fyddwch 
gyferbyn  â  Thafarn  Queen 
Victoria  dyma  ble  arferai'r 
'Hallelujah  Lampost'  fod  - tua'r 
un  man  ag  y  mae'r  ynys  draffig 
heddiw. 

O'r man hwn, edrychwch i fyny 
Prince  Street  ac yna ar lun 4; 
mae Neuadd  y  Gweithwyr  
ar yr ochr chwith ac mae'r 
Co-op yn y canol.Trowch i'r dde 
i waelod Heol  Lydan. 

Dyma erbyn hyn, yw canolfan 
masnachol Blaenafon sydd 
bellach yn cynnwys cigydd, 
fferyllfeydd, caffes, siopau 
llyfrau, siop anifeiliaid anwes a 
banc. Mae'n anodd dychmygu 
mai'r enw gwreiddiol ar un 
adeg oedd Heol y nant  neu 
Brook Street  oherwydd bod yna 
nant fach o'r enw Nant Llechan  
yn llifo drwy ganol yr hyn a fu 
unwaith yn lôn gul gyda 
phomprennau bychain yn 
croesymgroesi bob hyn a hyn. 

Wrth i chi gerdded i fyny ochr 
dde'r stryd, arhoswch gyferbyn 
â Fferyllfa'r Co-operative  ac 
edrychwch ar lun 5. Dyma oedd 
safle gwreiddiol y swyddfa bost 
cyn yr adeiladwyd yr adeilad 
newydd yn Prince Street. 

Hefyd,  o'r  man  hwn,  edrychwch 
i  fyny'r  stryd  gan  gymharu'r 
olygfa  â'r  hyn  sydd  yn  llun  6.  Yr 
adeilad  sydd  yng  nghanol  ochr 

chwith  y  llun  oedd  y  Tafarn  y 
White  Hart,  un  o'r  nifer  o  dai 
tafarnau  a  arferai  fod  yn  y  dref. 

Parhewch  i  fyny'r  ffordd,  ac 
ychydig  heibio'r  siop  pysgod  a 
sglodion  trowch  ac  edrychwch  i 

lawr  y  ffordd,  gan  gymharu'r 
olygfa  â  llun  7  (Cliw  bach,  yr 
adeilad  sydd  y  tu  ôl  i'r  bachgen 
yn  y  blaendir  yw'r  'chiper'). 

Wrth  i  chi  barhau  i  fyny'r  stryd, 
cadwch  lygad  yn  agored  am 
Fanc  HSBC  ar  eich  chwith. 

Yn  wreiddiol,  dyma  oedd  y  Banc 
Metropolitan  a  oedd  â  ffryntiad 
mwy  crand  o  lawer  ar  gornel 
Heol  Lydan  a  Stryd  y  Llew.  Ar  y 
gornel  arall  mae  gwesty'r  Lion 
Hotel,  lle  bu  yna  derfysgoedd  yn 
dilyn  etholiad  cyffredinol  1868. 

Cyhoeddwyd  mai'r  ddau 
ymgeisydd  Ceidwadol  a  gafodd 
eu  hethol  i  hen  sir  Sir  Fynwy.  Nid 
oedd  hyn  yn  cynrychioli'r  
teimladau  ymhlith  trefi'r  dyffryn  a 
oedd  wedi  pleidleisio'n  ysgubol 
dros  y  Rhyddfrydwr.  Roedd  yna 
derfysgoedd  llym  ym  Mlaenafon 
a  honnwyd  mai  dyfodiad  y 
Ffiwsilwyr  Prydeinig  Cymreig  yn 
unig  a  wnaeth  arbed  y  trais  rhag 
troi'n  llofruddiaeth.  Fe 
ymosododd  y  dorf  ar  westy'r  Lion 
Hotel,  gan  dorri'r  ffenestri  ac 
ymwthio 'u  ffordd  i  mewn. 
Aethpwyd  ag  alcohol  o'r  dafarn 
allan  i'r  stryd  a  thorrwyd  y 
casgenni.  Adroddwyd  yn  y  'Free 
Press'  bod  y  terfysgwyr  ar  eu 
pedwar  ar  lawr  yn  yfed  fel
anifeiliaid  tan  eu  bod  nhw'n 
simsanu  ac  yn  hollol
hurt'(cyfieithiad).  Dygwyd  celfi  ac
eiddo  o'r  gwesty  a'u  defnyddio  i 
gynnau  coelcerth  anferth  ac 
roedd  hyd  yn  oed  ymgais  i  losgi'r 
gwesty  ei  hun.  Yn  ddiweddarach, 
fe  wnaeth  y  Landlord,  Mr  J 
Morris  hawlio  iawndal  o  £1,672. 

Parhewch  i  fyny'r  bryn  a  phan 
fyddwch  ar  lefel  maes  parcio 
Heol  Lydan,  trowch,  ac 
edrychwch  i  lawr  y  stryd  a 
chymharu'r  olygfa  â'r  hyn  sydd 
i'w  weld  yn  llun  8. 

Fe  welwch  Gapel  Moria  i  lawr 
ar  ochr  chwith  y  stryd,  er,  erbyn 
heddiw  mae  wedi  colli'r 
topwaith  ffansi!  Mae'r  llun  (a
dynnwyd  o  ffenest  ystafell  wely  tŷ
sydd  bellach  wedi  ei  ddymchwel) 
o  Orymdaith  y  Sulgwyn.  Dyma'r 

achlysur  pan  fyddai'r  Clybiau
Cleifion  a'r  Ysgolion  Sul  yn
gorymdeithio  o  amgylch  y  dref.
Ffurfiwyd  Clybiau  Cleifion  gan
weithwyr  cyn  i'r  wladwriaeth  les 
gynnwys  salwch,  diweithdra  neu 
farwolaeth,  ac  roeddent  fel  arfer
wedi  eu  seilio  ar  un  o'r  sawl  llety
yn  y  dref;  er  enghraifft  Clwb  y 
Phoenix  yn  New  Inn,  yr  Hen 
Glwb  Cleifion  yn  yr  Old  Crown 
ac  yn  y  Bridgend  roedd  Clwb  Dic 
Siôn  Ffrynnigs.  Byddai  pawb  yn 
gwisgo'u  dillad  gorau,  ac  yn
canu  wrth  iddynt  orymdeithio  y  tu 
ôl  i  faneri  neu  fand  'arian'.
Byddai'r  orymdaith  fel  arfer  yn
diweddu  mewn  gwledd  flynyddol
ar  gyfer  y  Clybiau  Cleifion  neu 
de  hwyr  ar  gyfer  yr  Ysgolion  Sul, 
gyda  byrddau  dan  eu  sang  â 
danteithion  a  thebotau  o  de 
poeth. 

((O'r  man  hwn  fe  allwch  ymestyn 
eich  taith  er  mwyn  ymweld  â 
safle  eglwys  wreiddiol  Blaenafon 
yng  Nghapel  Newydd.  Dyma 
daith  gylch  sydd  tua  2  filltir. 
Trowch  i'r  dde  i  mewn  i  Old 
Queen  Sreet  gan  fynd  yn  syth  ar
hyd  Queen  Street,  heibio  Eglwys 
San  Paul  yna'n  syth  ymlaen,  ar 
hyd  Llanover  Road.  Mae  hyn  yn 
eich  arwain  at  ffordd  y  mynydd  a 
thua  1km  ymhellach  ymlaen  ar 
hyd  y  ffordd  ar  ôl  i  chi  groesi'r 
grid  gwartheg  fe  welwch 
sycamorwydden  fawr,  a  mainc 
wrth  ei  hochr.  Pan  gyrhaeddwch 
yr  un  lefel  â'r  fainc,  cadwch 
lygad  am  groes  fach  haearn  i'ch 
ochr  dde,  sy'n  dynodi  safle'r  hen 
gapel  anwes  a  fu  yno  cyn  Eglwys 
San  Pedr  yn  y  dref.  Roedd  yr 
eglwys  yn  adfail  erbyn  yr 
1860au.  Ailgydiwch  yn  y  llwybr 
er  mwyn  ailymuno  â'r  daith). 

Ar  ben  Heol  Lydan,  croeswch 
y  ffordd  i  Stryd  y  Brenin  yna 

trowch  i'ch  chwith  ac 
edrychwch  i  fyny'r  stryd,  gan 
gymharu'r  olygfa  â'r  hyn  sydd 
i'w  weld  yn  llun  10;  does  fawr 
wedi  newid  ar  ochr  dde'r  stryd, 
heblaw  am  ffryntiad  y  siopau. 

Parhewch  i  fyny  ochr  dde  Stryd  y 
Brenin  ac  ychydig  cyn  i  chi  droi 

i'r  dde  i  Ellick  Street,  gyferbyn  â 
Capel  Bethel,  cymharwch  yr 
olygfa  sydd  yn  llun  11. 

Ar  un  adeg  arferai  Stryd  y 
Brenin  gael  ei  galw'n  Heol-ust-

tewi  sy'n  golygu  'Ust,  Byddwch 
Dawel'  a  ddaeth  yn  Stryd  y
Sibrydion  yn  ddiweddarach;
dyma  oedd  hen  ganolfan
fasnachol  y  dref.  y  tŷ  tafarn  yn 
y  blaendir  yw'r  Rising  Sun  a'r  tŷ 
sydd  y  tu  hwnt  iddo  oedd  siop 
groser  Peglars. 

Trowch  i'r  dde  a  cherddwch  hyd 
at  ddiwedd  Ellick  Street.  Wrth 
i'r  ffordd  agor  allan  i  wagle 
gwyrdd,  edrychwch  ar  lun  12 
sy'n  dangos  cronfa  ddŵr  a 
fwydwyd  gan  y  nant  a  fu 

unwaith  yn  llifo  drwy  Heol 
Lydan.  Mae  tai  cyngor  'newydd' 
Elgam  Avenue  i'w  gweld  yn  y 
cefndir. 

Cerddwch  i  fyny'r  llwybr  sy'n 
parhau  i'r  dde  o  rif  42  Elgam 
Avenue,  gan  ddilyn  y  stepiau 
tan  i  chi  gyrraedd  pen  y  ffordd. 
Trowch  i'r  chwith  a  cherddwch 
ar  hyd  y  rhan  yma  o  Elgam 
Avenue.  Pan  gyrhaeddwch  y
llain,  ceisiwch  ei  dychmygu  fel
tir  fferm  agored. 

Ar  un  adeg,  fferm  fynydd  bach 
o'r  enw  Elgam  Farm  oedd  ar  y 
llecyn  gwyrdd  hwn.  Yn  ôl  pob
sôn,  y  Tylwyth  Teg  oedd  yn  trigo 
yma.  Dyna  paham  yr  oedd 
mwyafrif  y  tai  ar  gyfer  tref  a  oedd 
yn  ehangu'n  gyflym,  ar  ochr 
orllewinol  ffordd  y  Fenni;  doedd 
neb  am  gynhyrfu’r  tylwyth  teg 
gan  eu  bod  nhw'n  medru 
difetha'ch  cnydau,  peri  i'ch 
anifeiliaid  ddarfod  neu  ddwyn 
eich  plentyn  gan  adael  plentyn 
arall  yn  ei  le.  Doedd  pethau 
ddim  yn  ddrwg  i  gyd;  petai  chi'n 
eu  gwobrwyo  neu'n  eu  plesio 
gallai  hyn  ddod  â  llewyrch  i'ch 
bywyd,  neu  eich  galluogi  i  fyw 
bywyd  hir;  ond  gan  eu  bod  nhw'n 
fympwyol  tu  hwnt,  doedd  neb  am 
fentro  i'w  cynhyrfu. 

Parhewch  ar  hyd  Elgam 
Avenue  a  Rifle  Street  ac
wrth  i  chi  fynd  heibio  Tafarn  y
Rifleman,  trowch  i'r  chwith  i
Ffordd  y  Fenni.

Yma,  ar  un  adeg,  roedd  yna 
dollborth  a  chwalwyd  adeg 
Terfysgoedd  Rebecca  ym  1839. 

Dyma  oedd  gwrthdystio  yn  erbyn 
y  fath  glwydi  ffiaidd  a  sefydlwyd 
gan  yr  Ymddiriedolaethau 
Tollbyrth,  yn  ôl  pob  sôn,  er  mwyn 
codi  arian  i  gynnal  a  gwella'r 
ffyrdd,  ond  yn  eithaf  aml 
defnyddiwyd  y  tollau  afresymol 
ar  gyfer  pethau  eraill'.  Roedd  yna 
gryn  anniddigrwydd  ymhlith  y
tlodion,  boed  wledig  neu  drefol,
ac  fe  arweiniodd  at  drais  pan
ddaeth  y  baich  ychwanegol  hwn
ar  adeg  pan  oedd  prisiau  da  byw
yn  isel   a'r  cynaeafau  yn  wael.  Yn
aml,  byddai'r  terfysgwyr  yn
gwisgo  fel  merched  gan 
bardduo'u  hwynebau  rhag  i  neb 
eu  hadnabod;  petai  nhw'n  cael 
eu  dal  fe  allent  gael  eu  halltudio. 

Parhewch  i  lawr  Ffordd  y  Fenni  ac 
fe  welwch  hen  adeilad  Eglwys
San  Iago  ar  eich  chwith.
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Ar  un  adeg,  safai  Eglwys  San 
Iago  a  adeiladwyd  o  dunplat 
rhychiog,  ar  ddiwedd  West  View 
Terrace,  felly  cafodd  ei  alw'n 
Eglwys  'Haearn'.  (Llun  13). 

Pan  oedd  y  tomenni  gwastraff  a
sorod  yn  fygythiad  i'w  bodolaeth,
fe  wnaeth  y  gynulleidfa  'symud' 
yr  eglwys  i'w  lleoliad  presennol, 

gan  ddwyn  y  cerrig  hardd  o 
ffwrneisi  chwith  y  gwaith  haearn. 

Unwaith  y  byddwch  wedi  mynd
heibio'r  orsaf  dân,  croeswch
ochr  uchaf  Stryd  y  Brenin 
gan  gymryd  yr  ail  fforch  (Upper
Waun  Street).

Y  fforch  gyntaf  yw  pen  uchaf 
Stryd  y  Brenin  ac  arferai'r  tŷ  teras 
cyntaf  sydd  ar  ochr  chwith  y  stryd 
fod  yn  dŷ  tafarn  o'r  enw  'Pen  y 
Ceffyl'  (Nags  Head!).  Pan
gafodd  ei  droi'n  gartref  preifat,
daethpwyd  o  hyd  i  fysged  'Brown 
Bess'  mewn  lle  tân  a  oedd
bellach  y  tu  ôl  i  wal.  Credir  bod  y
mysged  wedi  ei  ddwyn  o'r  barics 
a  arferai  sefyll  gyferbyn,  adeg  
terfysgoedd  y  Siartwyr.

Parhewch  ar  eich  ffordd  i  lawr 
Upper  Waun  Street  gan
gadw  i'r  chwith  wrth  iddo  droi  i 
mewn  i'r  Stryd  Fawr. 

Arferai'r  stryd  fod  yn  llawn
siopau,  gwestai  ac  adwerthwyr
cwrw  ond  yr  unig  dystiolaeth
sy'n  bodoli  heddiw  yw  ffryntiad 
y  tai.  Mae  ffenestr  lydan  fel 
arfer  yn  arwydd  bod  siop  wedi 
bodoli  yno,  a  gall  ffryntiad 
dwbl  fod  yn  arwydd  o  dafarn 
neu  westy.  Fe  allai  tŷ  sydd  â 
drws  cornel  hefyd  fod  yn  eiddo 
masnachol  gynt. 

Pan  ddewch  chi  i  gyn
swyddfeydd  y  Cyngor,  neu'r
Swyddfeydd  'Trefol',  edrychwch  i
lawr  Stryd  y  Llew  a
chymharwch  yr  olygfa  â'r  hyn
sydd  i'w  weld  yn  llun  14;  tra  nad 
yw'r  nenlinell  wedi  newid 
gymaint  â  hynny,  dymchwelwyd 
nifer  o'r  eiddo  yn  y  blaendir. 

Llun 14: edrych i lawr Lion Street

Parhewch  i  lawr  y  Stryd  Fawr  tan
i  chi  ddod  yn  ôl  i  Heol  yr
Eglwys  ochr  yn  ochr  â  Neuadd
y  Gweithwyr  a'r  Senotaff.

Nid  oes  yna  lawer  o  Neuaddau
Gweithwyr  neu  'Institiwts'  a  fu 
unwaith  yn  olygfa  gyffredin,  yn
bodoli  heddiw,  ac  nid  oedd
llawer  ohonynt  mor  goeth  â'r 
neuadd  ym  Mlaenafon.  Mae'r
adeilad  yn  parhau  i  fod  yn 
ganolbwynt  yn  y  gymuned  hyd  yn 
oed  heddiw,  gyda'i  sinema,
byrddau  snwcer,  cyngherddau  a
thîm  ymroddedig  o  wirfoddolwyr. 
Ariannwyd  y  neuadd  drwy
danysgrifiadau  gan  y  gweithwyr,
pan  dynnwyd  hanner  ceiniog  yr 
wythnos  o'u  cyflogau.  Agorwyd  y
neuadd  ym  1894.  Dengys  Llun
15  Neuadd  y  Gweithwyr  gyda'r

Senotaff  a'i  Chloc  Coffa  yn  y
blaendir.  Ymweliad  Brenin
Edward  VIII  â  Blaenafon  ym  mis
Tachwedd  1936  yw'r  digwyddiad 
sy'n  cael  ei  gofnodi.  Dyma  oedd
rhan  o'r  daith  fawr  drwy
gymoedd  diwydiannol  De 
Cymru,  pan  wnaeth  gynnig  y
sylw  enwog  'Something  must  be 
done  to  get  these  people  work' 
ar  ôl  bod  yn  dyst  i  effaith  y  caledi 
mawr  a'r  diweithdra  ar  bobl 
Cymru  yn  sgil  y  dirwasgiad. 

Mae'n  bosib  bod  y  fath  sylw
gwleidyddol  wedi  mynd  â  holl
fryd  ei  bobl  ond  nid  oedd  yn
Llywodraeth  yn  ei  groesawu,  gan 

Llun 8: Gorymdaith y Sulgwyn ar Broad Street 

Llun 13: Eglwys wreiddiol Sant Iago 
Llun 10: King Street

Llun 3: edrych i fyny Albert Street 

Llun 5: Yr Hen Swyddfa Bost, Broad Street 

Llun 11: King Street 

Llun 6: i fyny Broad Street 

Llun 15: Ymweliad Brenin Edward VIII â Blaenafon

Llun 4: edrych i fyny Prince Street 

Llun 12: nofo yng Nghronfa Ddŵr Elgam 

Llun 7: i lawr Broad Street Llun 9: Trip yr Eglwys i Gapel Newydd 
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fod ei berthynas â'r Brenin eisoes 
yn anghyffyrddus oherwydd ei 
gariad tuag at Mrs Simpson. 
Daeth popeth i'r amlwg llai na fis 
yn ddiweddarach pan ildiodd y 
goron ar 10 Rhagfyr yn Windsor. 
Bu ei dri brawd yn dystion i'r 
digwyddiad. 

Trowch i'r dde a cherddwch yn 
ôl tuag at Orsaf yr Heddlu, a 
gymerodd lle Garchardy North 
Street ym 1894. Y maes parcio 
ar ochr yr orsaf oedd safle'r 
hen Lysdy. Croeswch y ffordd 
ger y Ganolfan Dreftadaeth 
a pharhewch i fyny'r ffordd am 
tua 200m a gyferbyn fe welwch 
dy mawr y tu ôl i wal gerrig â 
chap o dalpiau 'sorod' du. 
Croeswch y ffordd yn ofalus 
tuag at y fynedfa a dilynwch y 
llwybr canol sy'n mynd drwy'r 
coed. (Mynedfeydd preifat yw'r 
traciau ar y chwith a'r dde). 

Wrth i chi gerdded ar hyd y llwybr 
drwy'r coed ffawydd hyfryd fe 
welwch paham y rhoddwyd yr 
enw 'Beeches' i'r tŷ mawr ar eich 
chwith yn ystod ei gyfnod fel 
cartref nyrsio. Dyma'r tŷa 
adeiladwyd gan Thomas 
Hopkins, un o bartneriaid Cwmni 
Blaenafon. Daeth y tŷ hwn yn 
adnabyddus fel Blaenavon House 
gan fod gwesteion ac ymwelwyr y 
cwmni yn ymweld ag ef yn aml. 
Roedd yr Hopkins yn hynod o 
gymdeithasgar ac yn aml 
cynhaliwyd partïon a fynychwyd 
gan ymwelwyr a phobl leol. Ym 
1925 enwyd y tŷ yn 'Tŷ Mawr' a 
daeth yn Ysbyty'r Gymdeithas 
Feddygol. Mae beddau dau gi ar 
dir y safle, sef Billy and Bones, 
cŵn Mr Kennard, Rheolwr 
Cyffredinol Gwaith Blaenafon yn 
y 1860au. Mae yna gofadail 
haearn bwrw ar lethrau deheuol 
Mynydd Coety ar gyfer un arall o'i 
gŵn annwyl, cyfeirgi coch o'r enw 
Carlo, a bu farw cyn pryd tra'n 
hela adeg parti saethu a 
drefnwyd gan Gwmni Blaenafon. 
(Gweler taith gerdded Tirwedd 
Ddiwydiannol Blaenafon). 

Wrth i'r darn byr o'r llwybr 
gyrraedd mynedfa garegog, 
mae yna dŷ mawr ar y dde sy'n 
cael ei alw'n Ty Parc. Dim ond y 
to sydd i'w weld y tu ôl i'r adeilad 
a oedd unwaith yn stablau. 

Adeiladwyd Tŷ Parc gan Thomas 
Hill, cyd sylfaenydd Gwaith 
Haearn Blaenafon. Roedd yna 
dair cenhedlaeth o deulu'r 
Thomas yn gyfrifol am sefydlu ac 
adeiladu'r Gwaith haearn, yn 
ogystal â thramffyrdd ac agor 
pyllau. Mae olion un o'r pyllau 
cynharaf i'w gweld yn Hills Pit yn 
ogystal â simnai tŷ injan 
ysblennydd wedi ei wneud o 
gerrig euraid lleol. (Gweler Rhan 
2 o Lwybr y Mynydd Haearn). 
Roedd gan yr Hills swyddfeydd, 
banc a thŷ ar gyfer gwesteion yn 
Neville Street, Y Fenni. Yn 
ddiweddarach aethant ymlaen i 
adeiladu Tŷ Parc fel bod 
ganddynt le i fyw'n agosach at y 
Gwaith Haearn i'w galluogi i 
groesawu gwesteion y cwmni. 
Ewch yn syth ymlaen i fyny'r lôn 
ac ar hyd y ffordd, yna i fyny 
darn byr o drac glaswelltog a 
fydd yn eich tywys yn ôl i 
Ffordd y Fenni. Trowch i'r 
chwith a cherddwch i lawr y 
stryd sydd heddiw'n cael ei 
galw'n Stryd y Gogledd ac 
rydych chi nawr gyferbyn â'r 
Gwaith Haearn. (Gweler 
Rhan 2 o Daflen Llwybr y 
Mynydd Haearn am ragor o 
wybodaeth am y Gwaith 
Haearn). Parhewch i lawr y 
ffordd tan eich bod gyferbyn â 
Industrial Estate Road. 
Torrwyd y ffordd drwy 
arglawdd lle safai tai 
Staffordshire Row/North Street 
ar un adeg. 

Llun 16: Staffordshire Row/North Street, 
ym 1959 

Cafodd Staffordshire Row ei 
henwi oherwydd y gweithwyr a 
fudodd o'r Canolbarth, ar ôl cael 
eu denu gan addewid o waith yn 
y gwaith haearn newydd, cyfoes. 
Adeiladwyd y ddau deras yn 
llythrennol ar ben ei gilydd gan 
eu bod nhw'n mynd i mewn i ochr 
y llethr. Roedd y mynediad i'r tai 
isaf drwy ddrysau a oedd yn 
wynebu North Street (fel y gwelir 
yn llun 16) ac roedd drysau'r lefel 
uchaf yn arwain allan i 
Staffordshire Row yn y cefn. 
Gwahanwyd y ddau deras gan 
gromenni o friciau wedi eu cynnal 
â hytrawstiau haearn, ac yn 
wreiddiol roedd gan bob tŷ dwy 
ystafell a ymrannwyd yn 
ddiweddarach i ffurfio dwy ar lofft 
a dwy ar lawr. Dyma gyfieithiad o 
rhan o Adroddiad gan Swyddog 
Meddygol y Sir ym 1909 yn 
disgrifio un o'r 'tai'. 

Mae Rhif 10 North Street yn 
cynnwys cegin, ystafell geriach/ 
ymolchi a phantri ar y llawr isaf. 
Ar y llawr cyntaf mae yna ysgol 
serth yn arwain at ddwy ystafell 
wely. Hen wraig a merch fach 
oedd â'r ystafell orllewinol 
11troedfedd x 11troedfedd ac 
roedd yna chwech o blant yn yr 
ystafell ddwyreiniol 11 troedfedd 
x 6 troedfedd. 

Ar y llofft roedd un ystafell wedi ei 
rhannu'n rhannol gan bared pren 
er mwyn creu dwy ystafell. 
Cyfanswm mesuriadau sgwâr yr 
ystafelloedd yw 19 troedfedd 
3modfedd x 11troedfedd 
6modfedd ac maent yn cynnwys 
dau wely. Yn ystod y dydd (ac 
eithrio dydd Sadwrn a dydd Sul) 
mae un gwely yn cael ei 
ddefnyddio gan frawd sy'n 24 
oed, ac yn ystod y nos, gan ŵr, 
32 oed, gwraig 28 oed a baban 
12 mis. Mae chwaer 22 oed yn 
defnyddio'r gwely arall. 

Mae yna ormod yn cysgu yn yr 
adeilad,, felly'n defnyddio'r man 
byw, sydd ddim yn helaeth o bell 
ffordd'. 

Rhan o'r wal ar gornel Estate 
Road a North Street yw'r hyn sy'n 
weddill o'r orsaf heddlu gyntaf yn 
y dref. Yn wreiddiol, roedd yna 
gyffion yn Engine Row (y sgwâr 
bythynnod yn y Gwaith Haearn), 
ond ym 1838 adeiladwyd gorsaf 

heddlu (neu garchardy) bwrpasol 
newydd yn eu lle yn North Street. 
Ni ddefnyddiwyd hwn bellach 
erbyn 1870, ac ar ôl seibiant byr 
fel lloches cyrch awyr yn yr Ail 
Ryfel Byd, cafodd ei ddymchwel 
yn rhannol ym 1960 ond 
gadawyd rhan o un wal. 
Ymhellach ar hyd Estate Road, 
saif unedau diwydiannol a 
ffatrïoedd lle bu unwaith rhesi o 
dai gweithwyr gydag enwau fel 
Quick Buildings, Victoria Row, 
Ten Houses, Pond Houses a 
Bumblehole; dyma hefyd oedd 
safle eglwys wreiddiol San Iago. 
Arferai dynion Blaenafon 
weithio'n galed a chwarae'n 
galetach. Roedd ymladd â 
dyrnau noeth yn gyffredin er y 
cafodd ei ddyfarnu'n 
anghyfreithlon yn ddiweddarach, 
a chafwyd adroddiadau bod 
gornestau yn cael eu cynnal ar y 
llechweddau o gwmpas 
Blaenafon. Fe wnaeth un gornest 
a gynhaliwyd ar gornel Victoria 
Row, arwain at farwolaeth Dai 
Lewis pan wnaeth dyn o'r enw 
Bowen daro ergyd farwol. Aeth o 
flaen ei well ond cafodd ei 
rhyddhau yn ddiweddarach. 

Yn ofalus, parhewch i lawr y 
ffordd gan groesi gyferbyn â 
Kennard Place. Trowch ac 
edrychwch tuag at yr adeilad tri 
llawr sydd gyferbyn. Dyma 
adeilad a oedd unwaith yn rhan 
o res o adeiladau mwy o faint a 
ffurfiodd siop y cwmni. Yr oedd 
yn cynnwys bragdy a thŷ tafarn 
o'r enw'r 'Drum and Monkey', a 
gyfeiriwyd ato'n ddiweddarach 
yn 'Rape of the Fair Country gan 
Alexander Cordell'. Parhewch i 
lawr y ffordd ac fe 
ddychwelwch i'n man cychwyn 
yn y Ganolfan Dreftadaeth. 

Diolch i Amgueddfa Pont-y-pwlˆ am nifer 
o’r lluniau, Mrs Pat Sanderson ac 
Amgueddfa Treftadaeth Blaenafon a 
Cordell. 
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Tŷ

Pa
rc

ga
n

Th
om

as
 

H
ill

,c
yd

sy
lfa

en
yd

d
G

w
ai

th
 

H
ae

ar
n

Bl
ae

na
fo

n.
Ro

ed
d

yn
a 

da
ir

ce
nh

ed
la

et
h

o
de

ul
u'

r 
Th

om
as

yn
gy

fri
fo

la
m

se
fy

dl
u

ac
 

ad
ei

la
du

'r
G

w
ai

th
ha

ea
rn

,y
n 

og
ys

ta
lâ

th
ra

m
ffy

rd
d

ac
ag

or
 

py
lla

u.
M

ae
ol

io
n

un
o'

rp
yl

la
u 

cy
nh

ar
af

i'w
gw

el
d

yn
H

ill
s

Pi
ty

n 
og

ys
ta

lâ
si

m
na

it
ŷ
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LLWYBR TREF 
BLAENAFON
Taith gylch
Tua 3.5Km (2 flltir) / 2 awr / 
cymedrol i egniol

LLWYBRTREFBLAENAFON

TAITHGYLCHYNNHIRWEDD

DDIWYDIANNOLBLAENAFON

SAFLETREFTADAETHYBYD

Tua3.5Km(2milltir)/2awr/
cymedroliegniol

Maemoddcynyddu'rdaithhoni7.5kmneu 
4.5milltirosydychynbwriaducerddedi 
GapelNewydd;gallhynychwaneguawra 
hanneraralli'chtaith.Maeynarhai 
llethrauserth,stepiauarhannausy'n 
fwdlyd,fellyawgrymireichbodyngwisgo 
esgidiaucryfion.Nidyw'naddasi 
gadeiriauolwynachadeiriaugwthio.

Mae'r daith hon yn cychwyn yng Nghanolfan 
Treftadaeth y Byd Blaenafon(SO 250 088).

OsdaethocharfwsiFlaenafon:osaflebwsyStryd 
Fawr,cerddwchiwaelodystryd.(neuosydychger 
saflebwsStrydyLlew,geryllyfrgell,cerddwchifyny 
i'rcornelathrowchi'rchwithilawryStrydFawr).Ary 
gwaelod,trowchi’rddeacherddwchi'rgroesfana 
fyddyneichtywysynddiogeli'rGanolfan 
Dreftadaethsefmancychwynydaith.

Mae'r Ganolfan Dreftadaeth wedi ei lleoli yn 
adeiladau Ysgol San Pedr gynt, a ariannwyd gan 
Sarah Hopkins er cof am Samuel, ei brawd. Pan 
agorwyd yr ysgol ym 1816, dyma'r ysgol bwrpasol 

gyntaf o'i bath a adeiladwyd gan 
'ddiwydiannwr', a hynny' ar gyfer plant y 
gweithwyr. Mae mwy o wybodaeth am hanes yr 
ysgolion, y Gwaith Haearn a Blaenafon yn y 
Ganolfan Dreftadaeth.

Trowchi'rddeallano'rganolfana 
cherddwchheibioEglwysSanPedr.Os 
oesgennychamser,nawr,neuarôlydaith, 
mynnwchgipolwgogwmpasdiryreglwys 
gangadwllygadagoredamfeddausyddâ 
chaeadauhaearnbwrw,felbeddSarah 
Bisselabufarwym1809yn84oed.Wrthi 
chifyndheibio'reglwys,arhoswcham 
ennydargornelPrinceStreetacedrychi 
lawrheibio'rSwyddfaBost,cyncymharu'r 
olygfaâ'rhynsyddi'wweldynllun1.

Dengyshwnrhaio'radeiladauhynafyny 
drefagafoddeudymchwelermwyn 
gwneudllei'rswyddfabostgrand,newydd 
sbonym1937;ynycefndirfewelwch 
dafarnyQueenVictoria.

Parhewch heibio i faes parcio Prince Street lle 
bu unwaith fythynnod a busnesau 
diwydiannol fel gefeiliau gof a gweithdai seiri 
coed. Byddwch hefyd yn mynd heibio hen 
'dram' a arferai gael ei defnyddio i gludo glo 
o'r pyllau ar hyd y tramffyrdd er mwyn ei 
lwytho ar ysgraffau'r gamlas. Roedd hyn cyn 
yr adeiladwyd y rhwydwaith rheilffyrdd 
newydd, cyflymach; cludwyd y glo wedi hyn 
mewn wagenni mawr. Croeswch yr Afon 
Lwyd dros yr hyn a fu unwaith yn bont 
draffordd, gan aros ennyd i edrych ar yr 
afon. Pan fo llif yr afon ar ei uchaf gallwch 
ddeall paham yr arferai gael ei galw'n Tor-
faen (torri meini). Unwaith byddwch wedi 
croesi'r bont, trowch i'r chwith a gyda gofal, 
croeswch y ffordd fawr.

Rydych nawr yn sefyll ar yr hen reilffordd a fu 
ar un adeg, yn rhedeg ar waelod y dyffryn. 
Arferai gorsaf 'isaf' y GWR sefyll lle saif y 
fflatiau o'ch blaen erbyn hyn.

Llun 1: edrych i lawr Prince StreetLlun 2: Yr Orsaf Isaf
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L L W Y B R T R E F B L A E N A F O N 

T A I T H G Y L C H 

Mae  hanes  y  gweithgarwch  diwydiannol  yn 
yr  ardal  yn  dyddio'n  ôl  i'r  unfed  ganrif  ar 
bymtheg  ond  datblygiad  y  gwaith  Haearn 
yn  y  dref  ym  1789  oedd  yn  gyfrifol  am  dwf 
y  dref.  Y  gwaith  oedd  y  gwaith  haearn 
pwrpasol  cyntaf  yng  Nghymru  i  gynnwys 
sawl  ffwrnais.  Erbyn  1796  y  gwaith  oedd 
yr  ail  fwyaf  yng  Nghymru  i  gynhyrchu 
haearn,  5,460  o  dunelli'n  flynyddol. 

Mae  nifer  o'r  Adeiladau  Rhestredig  sydd 
i'w  gweld  ar  y  daith  gerdded  hon  yn 
gysylltiedig  ag  esblygiad  treftadaeth 
ddiwydiannol  y  dref.  Mae'r  dref  ei  hun  yn 
ganolbwynt  nifer  o  lyfrau  gan  Alexander 
Cordell,  yr  enwocaf  wrth  gwrs  yw  ‘Rape  of 
the  Fair  Country’. 

Dechreuodd  y  lle  dyfu  o'r  newydd  pan 
agorwyd  Gwaith  Forgeside,  'Big  Pit'  a'r 
rheilffyrdd  i  Frynmawr  a  Phont-y-pŵl  yng 
nghanol  y  bedwaredd  ganrif  ar  bymtheg. 

Mae  pwysigrwydd  treftadaeth  y  dref  a'i 
hamgylchedd  fel  adnodd  o  bwysigrwydd 
byd-eang  yn  amlwg  iawn  yn  y  46  Adeilad 
Rhestredig,  wyth  Heneb  Gofrestredig,  ei 
ddynodiad  yng  nghofrestr  Tirweddau  o 
Ddiddordeb  Hanesyddol  Eithriadol  yng 
Nghymru  a'i  ddynodiad  fel  Ardal 
Gadwraeth  ym  1984.  Cafodd  Tirwedd 
Ddiwydiannol  Blaenafon  e  i 
chynnwys  ar  gofrestr  
Safleoedd  Treftadaet  h 
UNESCO  yn  Nhachwed  d 
2000. 

L L W Y B R T R E F B L A E N A F O N 

T A I T H G Y L C H 

Mwynhewch gefn gwlad a pharchwch ei fywyd a’i waith; 

Gwyliwch  rhag  unrhyw  risg  o  dân; 

Caewch  bob  clwyd; 

Cadwch  eich  c ^wn  dan  reolaeth,  ar  dennyn  os  yn  bosib; 

Cadwch  at  lwybrau  cyhoeddus  sy’n  croesi  tir  fferm; 

Defnyddiwch  glwydi  a  chamfeydd  i  groesi  ffensys, 
llwyni  a  waliau; 

Gadewch  lonydd  i  dda  byw,  cnydau  a  pheiriannau; 

Ewch  â’ch  sbwriel  adref; 

Helpwch  gadw  d ^wr  yn  lân; 

Gwarchodwch  fywyd  gwyllt,  planhigion  a  choed; 

Cymerwch  ofal  arbennig  ar  ffyrdd  gwledig; 

Peidiwch  â  gwneud  s ^wn  diangen. 

Ma  e taflenn  i teithia  u cerdde  d erail  l a  r gyfe  r Safle 
Treftadaet  h  y By  d a  c ardaloed  d erail  l y  n Nhorfaen  
a  r gael  . A  m wybodaet  h bellac  h cysylltwc  h â  
Chanolfa  n Groes  o Blaenafo  n a  r 0149  5 742333  
www.visitblaenavon.co.uk 

©2009 Communications Design, TCBC 

Cefnogir gan Raglen 
Blaenau’r Cymoedd 
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